STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
PORTABLE SEDIMENT TANK

Definition

A sediment tank is a compartmented tank container to
which sediment laden water is pumped to trap and retain the
sediment.

Purpose

To trap and retain sediment prior to pumping the water to
drainageways, adjoining properties, and rights-of-way
below the sediment tank site.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

A sediment tank is to be used on sites where excavations

are deep, and space is limited, such as urban construction,
where direct discharge of sediment laden water to stream

and storm drainage systems is to be avoided.

Design Criteria

Location

The sediment tank shall be located for ease of clean-out and
disposal of the trapped sediment, and to minimize the
interference with construction activities and pedestrian
traffic.

Tank Size

The following formula should be used in determining the
storage volume of the sediment tank; pump discharge
(G.P.M.) x 16 = Cubic Foot Storage.

An example of a typical sediment tank is shown on Figure
5A.22 on page 5A.48. Other container designs can be used
if the storage volume is adequate and approval is obtained
from the local approving agency. Commercially
manufactured tanks are also available.
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Figure 5A.22
Portable Sediment Tank

SYMBOL

YO

3* DIAM. INTAKE ENDS OF BARRELS CUT TO ACT AS BAFFELS (TYPD
FROM SUMP PUMP ; ’— A

=

: ]] e “ [ BURLAP P 0

FILTER

3 DIAM, HOSE TO
SUITABLE OUTLET
=

o 13
SS GAL. DRUMS, OR J Y o B

SIMILAR, WELDED CRADLE LEG (TYP)
END TO END

12°¢APPROX.> CLEANOUT SLOT

I

CUT OUT <INTERIOR WALLS ONLY>
APPROX. 3/4 DIAM. OF
BARREL END TO ACT
AS BAFFLE
2° x 4" CRADLE A ,/\\
[ |

SECTION A-A
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS

1. CLEAN OUT THE SEDIMENT TANK WHEN ONE THIRD <1/3> FILLED WITH SILT.

2. STEEL DRUMS ARE USED AS AN EXAMPLE DUE TO THEIR READY AVAILABILITY.
ANY TANKS MAY BE USED, PROVIDING THAT THE VOLUME REQUIREMENTS ARE MET.

3. ALL SEDIMENT COLLECTED IN THE TANK SHALL BE DISPOSED OF IN A SEDIMENT
TRAPPING DEVICE OR AS APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR.

ADAPTED FROM DETAILS PROVIDED BY: USDA - NRCS,
MEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, PORTABLE SEDIMENT

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATIDN, TANK
MEW YORK STATE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
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